
A new generation  
of religious vocations  
and the obstacle  
of educational debt  

God  
has smiled  

on me! 



In college, I went on an “awakening 
retreat” and that really strengthened 
my faith. I was able to see other people 
my age who were devoted to the 
Church. 

 
—SiSter ChriStina Chavez, C.D.P., noviCe  

with the Congregation of Divine ProviDenCe

A new generation ready to commit to a life of love and service to God and all God’s people

Ever since I was young, I felt 
called to serving people. 
Later on, in high school, after 
I made my Confirmation, I 
began to get more involved 
with the Church. I had a lot 
of inspiration from my parish 
pastor and the associate 
priests in my home parish.

—CurSely CalaiS, CanDiDate  
with the JoSePhiteS

I attended an adoration 
event where I sat to pray 
and read. I was moved to 
tears. Not sad tears but an 
overwhelming love I felt for 
Jesus. Later in church before 
Mass, I saw a sister sitting 
there. I felt that God wanted 
me to do this. Then I met a 
Felician sister in an airport. 
There is no way it wasn’t 
meant to be.

—SiSter regina gault, C.S.S.f.  
PoStulant with the feliCian SiSterS

The problem of educational debt  
among candidates to religious life
Inspired by the church’s calls to holiness, many young people have 
found themselves drawn to religious life. Yet, with the average 
inquirer to religious life owing $33,000 in student loans, many religious 
communities have found it necessary to turn promising candidates 
away until they are debt-free—a process that can take years.  

Impact
More than 1,000 religious vocations have been lost in the past 10 
years because religious communities are unable to assume the 
college debt of viable candidates. This means fewer religious sisters, 
brothers, and priests to carry out the unique and vital role they play 
in the mission of the church.  
 Since the first century, religious communities have opened 
their hearts and responded to the call of the gospel to serve the 
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A new generation ready to commit to a life of love and service to God and all God’s people

When I went on a mission trip 
to Honduras, I felt called to 
do something bigger in the 
church. It was incredible to 
see these people who were 
so poor, but so rich in faith; 
it was the greatest gift they 
had and really inspiring.

—JoSefina whitmore, CanDiDate 
for the SiSterS, ServantS of the 

immaCulate heart of mary

Someone asked me during college 
if I had ever considered a religious 
vocation. Being an education major, 
I found out about Saint John Bosco, 
whose mission is education. Working 
with the youth really inspired me to see 
how they need someone to lead them 
to God. That had an impact on me.

 
—thomaS JuniS, CanDiDate  

with the SaleSianS of Don BoSCo

I attended an adoration 
event where I sat to pray 
and read. I was moved to 
tears. Not sad tears but an 
overwhelming love I felt for 
Jesus. Later in church before 
Mass, I saw a sister sitting 
there. I felt that God wanted 
me to do this. Then I met a 
Felician sister in an airport. 
There is no way it wasn’t 
meant to be.

—SiSter regina gault, C.S.S.f.  
PoStulant with the feliCian SiSterS

poor and marginalized. With enormous risk and sacrifice, they built 
educational institutions, healthcare facilities, and social service 
agencies around the globe. Today, religious sisters, brothers, and 
priests continue to address the concerns of the most vulnerable in 
society with compassion, courage, prayer, and unrelenting service.  
 The Catholic Church and the world is in great need of 
their essential witness and service, which makes it all the more 
heartbreaking that candidates to religious life are being turned 
away and their vocations deferred because of educational debt.  

First steps to a solution
The first step to solve the problem of educational debt and 
vocations was taken in 2015 by the National Religious Vocation 
Conference (NRVC), a professional organization of religious vocation 
directors, when it established the National Fund for Catholic Religious 
Vocations with generous support from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
and the GHR Foundation. 

The National 
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 Since its inception, the National Fund for Catholic Religious 
Vocations has awarded 19 grants to religious communities to 
enable them to accept the application of a vetted candidate with 
student debt who would otherwise have to pay off student loans 
before entering the community. 

Next steps: How you can help
The aim of the National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations is to 
eradicate the obstacle of educational debt to religious vocations. A 
gift of $30,000 would allow us to support one individual religious 
vocation this year. That’s one more religious sister, brother, or priest 
who can begin their work in prayer and service to God and the 
universal Church. Anything you can do to help us reach this goal 
will be a blessing.

Prayer for Vocations
LORD OF THE HARVEST, 
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. Open their 
hearts to great ideals, to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving—for vocations blossom in the 
good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries, and families with the confidence and grace to invite 
others to embrace the bold and noble path of a life consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may cooperate with you in building your 
reign of mercy and truth, of justice and peace. amen.

— PoPe franCiS 
Adapted from the Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations

A new generation grateful  
for your encouragement and commitment

The young men and women coming to religious life are beautiful people 
inside and out. They are highly educated, deeply spiritual, socially 
conscious, and compelled by their love for Jesus to commit their lives 
in service to God and the Church. The world needs their witness and 
service. We appreciate your generous support of their vocations.
 

—mark tereSi, DireCtor of national funD for CatholiC religiouS voCationS

Please complete the enclosed pledge card or contact NFCRV Director Mark Teresi  
at 773-595-4028 or mjteresi@nfcrv.org for more information.

19 vocations 
saved, and 

we’re just 
beginning!


